We begin a series looking at how your propertydahtar is spent by Germanto. Let’s start
with a soft ball: the moneye pay the town attorne

Budgets are written numbeith $12,000 budgetedor the attorney in 2007, you would thi
that is what he receiveou would be wrong. We don’'t know what he actugitt in 2007, the
final numbers are not reporteduring the year, the town board modified the leidg give hir
more money. Here is hothey dic it:

Minutes, town board meeting, September 17,

Not much information. The 2008 budget ¢s a more realistic appraisal of the attorney’s.

Is spendings30,000 on the attorn the right amount? We don’t knoW/e will have to look
later at surrounding towns, bilat still give: us a limited understanding.

Here is what we should know. W are his fees? Is he paid by the hour, or is he retagner”
Why the difference in the budgeted amount and tieshexpenditures? How was he chos
Has the town made a genuine effort to seek the nu®-beneficial attorney arrangemet
Could the atirney be part of an int-municipal agreement?

If we felt that our interests as taxpayers waspm@mount concern of the town board, we m
have greater confidence in their decisions. Thathg answers to these questions are impor



